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209. Eneny naval forces, principally E-boats, raade several 
attejnpts to interfere with Allied shipping, but they were all 
driven off with very slight losses to Allied forces. On 8/9th 
June, three energy destroyers were intercepted approaching the 
assault area; one was sunk, another driven ashore and the third 
damaged. There were some casualties, due to enemy sea mining. 

210. The enemy air operations against shipping are covered in 
the report of fighter activity later in the report. 

211. Despite very adverse weather over many days, unloading 
operations proceeded and a total of 7^9,770 personnel, 126,427 
vehicles and 358,177 tons of stores were taken over the beaches 
during the period. 

212. Air Operations from D-day to D + 21 

Airborne Operations 

General Plan The task of the 101st and 82nd United States 
Airborne Divisions was to assist in the capture of the Coteatin 
Peninsula by aiding the amphibious assault of the First United 
States Array, and by preventing energy reinforcements from moving 
by ground into the peninsula, from the south. The particular 
tasks of these divisions were to capture the areas of St. Mere 
Eglise and St. Martin and the coastal defences. 

213. The task of the 6th British Airborne Division was to 
operate on the left (eastern) flank of I Corps of the Second 
British Amy, in the area between the Orne and Dives rivers. 
The particular tasks of this division were 

(a) to;secure intact, and hold, the two bridges over 
the Piver Orne - Caen Canal at Benouville and 
Eanville; 

(b) to neutralise an enemy coastal battery and capture 
or neutralise an enemy strongpoint; 

(c) to secure a firm base, including bridgeheads 
east of the River Oraej 

(d) to prevent enerqy reinforcements (including Panzer 
Units) from moving towards the British left flank 
from the east and south-east. 

To aqcomplisli these tasks, 2 and 5 Paratroop Brigade Groups flew 
in with a limited number of gliders carrying 6th Division 
Headquarters details on the night of D~l/D-day, and were followed 
by the 6th Air Landing-Brigade on the evening of D day. 

214* The First Airborne Division remained in ireserve in the 
United Kingdom against opportunity tasks. A limited number of 
S.A. S. troops were dropped in selected areas before and after 
D-day, for special, missions, by aircraft of No. 38 Group. 

^5* Air Lift IXth Troop Carrier Command Paratroops of the 101st 
Division were dropped by aircraft of the United" States IXth Troop 
Carrier Command in the general area of St. Mere Eglise, shortly 
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after midnight on the night of June 5/6th (Operation Albany) • 
The glider force of the 101st Division went in at Davm o£ 
D dajr into the same area, in 58 gliders (Operation Chicago)* 
A re-supply mission was flown for the 101st Division on the 
night of D + 1 (Operation Keokuk). This rê supply mission was 
necessary as there had been no contact "between the 101st 
Division and the Amphibious assaulting forces, 

216. Paratroops of the 02nd Division were flown in in 
aircraft of IXth Troop Carrier Command and dropped in the 
general area of* St. Sauveur le Vicomte (Operation Boston), 
shortly after midnight of June 5/6th. Glider elements of 
this Division were flown in as follows 

52 gliders at dawn of D day (Operation Detroit) 
177 gliders at dusk of D day (Operation Elmira) 
90 gliders at dawn of D + 1 (Operation Galveston) 
101 gliders at dusk of D +1 (Operation Hackensack) 

• Re-supply missions for the 82nd Divisions were flown in on 
nights of D + 1 and D + 2 with H|£> and 117 aircraft 
respectively, carrying a total of approximately 432. tons of 
supplies. (Operations Freeport and Memphis) 

217. Air Lift Nos. 38 and k£ Groups, R.A.F. 

The tasks of these groups were as follows 
i 

(a) Dropping of S.A.$. Troops 
(i) D-l/D day Reconnaissance parties to be 

dropped in each of six areas 
(Operation Sujbf lower i) 

(ii) D + l/2 Dropping of task forces in 
Brittany (Operation Cooney) 

(iii) D •+ 3/4 Dropping of base parties ii> 
the six areas mentioned above 
(OperatiaaSunflower Ii) 

(iv) Re-supply to Ease Parties, as 
required. (Operation Sunflower 
III) 

(b) Dropping and landing of 3rd and: 5th Paratroop Brigade 
Groups plus a proportion of Division troops on. the 
night of D - ]/D day. (Operation Tonga) 

(c) Landing of the 6th Air Landing Brigade on the 
evening of D day. (Operation Mallard) 

(d) Re-supply of the 3rd and 5th Paratroop Brigades 
on the night of D/D + 1. (Operation Robroy i) 

(c) Subsequent re-supply missions for the 6th' 
Airborne Division (Operations Robroy II,111, etc) 

210. All these operations wpre carried out eruooeasfully, 
as is shown in the following paragraphs, which set out the 
details of how these tasks were accomplished; the statistics 
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showing the numbers of men and the amount of material 
transported to the battle zone, are given on pages 43 and 44* 

219. Operation Albany The drops of personnel in this operation 
w&re gpod, all being in or near the vicinity of the Dropping , 
Zones. Some "•T* *g were not observed, and in these cases, Radar 
was employed. Two sticks of airborne personnel were returned, -
as one aircraft lost formation in cloud and finally returned .to 
base, and the other aircraft made two passes over the Dropping 
Zone, . but airborne personnel refused to jump. These personnel 
were* delivered in a subsequent operation. 

Operation Boston The.drops in this operation were reported 
accurate and good. No airborne personnel were returned, although 
one stick was cbrppped on the second pass over the Dropping Zone. 
Before the operation begaji, an explosion in the pararacks caused 
critical injuries to several paratroopers; there ms no time to 
traxisfer this stick to another aircraft before take-off. 

Operation Chicago All the gliders taken off were delivered 
to the Landing Zone during darkness, but landings appeared to bo 
too dispersed. One glider failed on take-off and the time 
element prevented transfer to another glider. 

Operation Detroit All gliders were delivered to the target 
area, although four were released about three miles short of the 
Landing Zone. One glider which cut loose on take-off, was 
replaced and joined the serial. 

Operation Keokuk All the gliders in this re-supply 
operation were safely delivered to the Landing Zones. 

Operation Elmira All the gliders were estimated to have 
delivered troops at the Landing Zone; the aircraft losses 
sustained were believed to have occurred at the Landing Zone or 
on the way back. Considerable light small arms fire was observed 
in the vicinity of the Landing Zone. An extra aircraft 
delivered the stick of paratroops returned from Operation Albany. 

Operation Galveston All this glider force was safely 
delivered, but one was released on take-off and one broke loose 
on the way over; the thirteen men and the crew were saved. 

Operation Hackensack All the gliders in this force were 
delivered at the appointed Landing Zone.. No anti-aircraft fire 
was encountered during this operation. 

Operation Freeport Low ceiling and local rain squalls 
suddenly developed over Central England shortly after take-off. 
53 aircraft became separated, and returned to various bases; 
however, at least 140 aircraft dropped their loads at the 
Dropping Zone one mile north of St. Mere Eglise. Of the 0 
aircraft missing and destroyed only one crashed in the United 
Kingdom. Some are believed t.o have ditched. ' . 

Operation Memphis The drop was made on the designated 
Dropping Zone, through meagre small arms fire over the beaches. 
The 126 aircraft originally committed were reduced to 119 by 
more compact loading. One aicraft had a flat tyre on take-off. 
Three aircraft were destroyed. 
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220, Operation Tongs. Most of these sorties •were very 
successful, moderate and light flak was encountered on 
most Dropping and Landing Zones. The, coup de main was 
completely successful, the Orne and Caen canal bridges 
being captured intact. After the release of the gliders 
on this operation, the tugs bombed a powder factory with 
unknown results. One aircraft failed to find the Dropping 
Zone and returned with its load. Eight gliders were abortive 
due to broken tow ropes; five ofthese landed in the United 

: Kingdom, two were thought to have just reached the French 
coast and one is believed to have ditched. 

Radio Counter Measures operation 9 Albemrles. ,were 
despatched on this operation in two serials of six and three 
at 2340 hours and 0215 hours respectively, and between then 
dropped 4,425-lbs of "Window". Two of the aircraft are 

. missing. 

Operation Mallard 247 gliders completed this mission of 
the 257 despatched. Snail arms fire and light flak were 
encountered over Dropping and Landing Zones; 19 aircraft were 
damaged by small terms fire and several aircraft were hit by 
flak. One Albemarle was seriously damaged by flak and crash-
landed in the United Kingdom on returning from the operation, 
and one Stirling was shot down at its point of entxy to the 
French coast; this aircraft appeared to make a belly landing. 
One Dakota crashed on the river flats by the Landing Zone; 
two of the crew were observed to get out and two parachutes 
were seen to open at 500 ft. One of the aircraft damaged by 
small arms fire ditched off Brighton and the crew was picked 
up "by -Air/Sea Rescue. One combination of Halifax and glider 
ditched off the French coast, the crew being seen in a dinghy. 

Operation Rob Roy I This operation was only partly 
successful, owing to light flak being encountered off the 
French coast, most of it from Allied ships. Naval ships off 
shore near the mouth of the River Orne persisted in firing on 
aircraft on the run-in, despite' the flashing of navigation 
lights and other identification,signals, and much flak off
shore on the" run-in w&s reported, believed from our own 
vessels. One Dakota was non-effective, owing to flak damage 
and two others turned back. 14 aircraft were damaged by flak, 
9 of them. Category AC. Fires were seen in Caen, Ouistreham 
and Cabourg areas, and it was believed that ground fighting 
was going on around the Dropping Zone area. 

Operation Rob Roy II This mission was successful, the 
Dropping Zone being clearly identified* All the loads were 
released on the Dropping Zone and all the aircraft returned 
to the United Kingdom. 

Operation Rob Roy III All twelve of the aircraft were 
recalled by W/T, but as five did not receive the message, 
they successfully completed the mission, dropping their . 
loads over the Dropping Zone. Light flak was encountered 
between the Dropping Zone and the sea. 

Operation Rob Roy IV This operation was very successful, 
all the aircraft dropping their loads on the Dropping Zone. 
Meagre machine gun tracer and light flak were encountered 
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from ships off Le Havre and small arms and machine gun 
fire was also encountered from the area around the Dropping 
Zone and accurate light flak from a wood west of Franceville. 
One aircraft made a belly landing at base, owing to one tyre 
being punctured by flak - there were no personnel casualties. 

Operation Sunflower I One Stirling dropped two sticks 
of paratroops consisting of 6 S.A.S. troops in the area 
allotted. 

Operation Sunflower II One aircraft was non-effective, 
but the other completed its mission successfully, dropping 
nine S.A.S. troops and nine paokages in the correct area. 

Operation Sunflower III Six Stirlings took part in this 
mission; three dropped troops^ and containers In the allotted 
Landing Zone area, one dropped seventeen troops on the 4th 
French Paratroop Battalion, together with seven containers 
and one package and the other two dropped thirty-three troops 
of the 4th French Paratroop Battalion, together with containers, 
etc. 

Operation Cooney This mission was completed successfully 
by nine Albemarles. Light and heavy flak was encountered 
around Radon, Pontivy, Vannes and St. Brieuc. 

221. The airborne operations described in the previous 
paragraphs constitute the greatest air lift of assault forces 
in history. The accuracy with which these forces were 
delivered to the allotted zones contributed greatly to the 
rapid success of their coups de main. Moreover, the aircraft 
losses incurred in these operations were extreme!; low, being 
approximately 3^6 and 2^o respectively of British and 
American sorties flown. ' 

222. Provision of Air Support All the airborne forces and 
re-supply missions which were flown in daylight were given 
adequate fighter cover; in addition^ the fighter cover to 
the assault areas and reserves were held in readiness to 
assist in the protection of these forces. There were no 
losses due to attacks by enemy aircraft in any formation. 
In the period D-day to D + 4» 1,G39 sorties were flown by 
special fighter escort to airborne forces, and a further 
419 sorties were flown in escort to later re-supply missions. 

• 

223. Special foj^ses of intruders operated against 
anti-aircraft positions in the vicinity of the. Dropping and 
Landing Zones and others preceded the main forces across the 
coast to silence light anti-aircraft batteries on the run-in. 
The,lightness of the casualties, which was ">*auch more 
favourable than might reasonably have been expected, is 
evidence of the effectiveness of these support operations. 

224. The statistics of airborne operations arfe to be 
found on the following two pages. 


